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“The Exceptions”
by Darren Coyle & Scott Boyce

Immortal twin brothers, Gabe and Jude, traverse the globe looking for their long-lost mother and the
answer as to who they are and why they are here.  In this 5-issue adventure series, we catch up to the
duo in the present, 300 plus years into their search.

Gabe and Jude are paying the bills as mercenaries for hire in the New York underworld.  Gabe
prefers using their gift in other, more helpful ways and tries to undermine the brothers’ efforts.  He
considers them to be angels and should act as such.  Jude has nothing but contempt for humans.  He
feels they are the angels of the apocalypse, sent to spread their immortal seed until the human race is
too numerous to exist on the planet.  Gabe’s good intentions land them in hot water with the mob.
The party is joined by henchmen from a money-hungry opportunist named General Ito, eager to
bottle and sell the twins’ secret.  In the course of shooting their way out of the scrape, Gabe lands in
the morgue – for now.  After a 12-hour stasis, Gabe walks out of the morgue, startling an unknowing
clerk and inviting unwanted attention.  This alerts Valentin to their whereabouts.  Valentin is a
mysterious woman with seemingly similar powers who is tracking the brothers for reasons unknown.

Attempting to return to the icy terrain of their origins and find their mother, the brothers stowaway
on a scientific expedition to Baffin Island, but are quickly found out.  While they’re being
interrogated, Valentin kills Dr. Shaina Levinstein’s father, the expedition’s leader, and Gabe. The
boat is destroyed in the process, killing all but the brothers and the doctor.  After a cold and wet row
to shore, Gabe comes back to life - Shaina discovers their secret.  Armed with this secret and her
desire to avenge her father’s death, Shaina joins the brothers.  Jude develops an affection for her.

In an area close to where they grew up (300 years ago) they find an icy, abandoned village – a
civilization unknown to the brothers.  While there, Ito’s men show up in full force – helicopters,
boats, etc.  Ito is through toying around.  Jude, knowing they cannot fight their way out of it, gives
himself up.  Ito’s men take Jude, leaving Gabe and Shaina.  But one of Ito’s henchmen, a youthful
woman, lingers behind and tells Gabe and the doctor where they are taking Jude and how to get him
back.

With no other choice, they decide to trust their mysterious ally.  They travel to a small town outside
of Hirshima, Japan, where Ito has his company’s science department.  They follow their friend’s
instructions and easily free Jude – all too easy.  Once escaped, they are attacked by Valentin again.
She is an excellent hunter, but cannot match the brothers’ skill and number.  Beaten, Valentin tells
them they are part of an ancient tribe of immortals who have sequestered themselves safely in the
north – free from spreading their genes and altering the natural cycle of human life.  The twins’
mother, Kaja, fell in love with their mortal, Inuit father and had them secretly – a serious defiance of
tribal rules.  Now that a method of ending their immortality had been found, the tribe felt it best for
the world that they commit mass suicide.  Kaja confessed her secret to the tribe and disappeared to
protect her sons.  As the best hunter, Valentin was chosen to hunt down the twins and their mother
and make sure they all died, then kill herself – ending the tribe’s risky existence.

Then, Jude shares this news: Ito’s scientists found that the immortal gene can only be passed down
by the female.  The only females left being Valentin and their mother, Kaja.  Now the twins must
find their mother to protect her from the evils they’ve been running from for decades.
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TONE

Dark, desperate and fast.  “The Exceptions” runs at the speed of “24” with the ferocity of “Blade.”
Two desperate souls always on the run, and all they have is each other.  Their two personalities are
like MLK and Malcolm X: two people fighting the same fight for two different reasons in two
different ways.

THE LEGACY

Gabe and Jude are not super heroes per se.  They bleed, feel pain and die like the rest of us.  What
makes them exceptional is that after they die, their hearts stop beating and their bodies shut down
into a stasis period of 24 hours.  They then awaken violently and vomit gallons of blood, the by-
product of their bodies’ regeneration process.  All parts of their bodies are regenerated inside and
out – cuts and organs healed, parts and limbs replaced and viruses eradicated.  Despite their
chronological age, they remain the strong, blond-haired, blue-eyed young men they were at the age
of 20.

The two brothers were raised by their Inuit father, a native, in what is now known as Victoria Island
in the Nunavut Territory of Canada.  Rockwater, their reclusive, hermit father, raised them in a
solitary environment, teaching his two sons all of the ancient wisdom of the earth and the skills for
living in the wild at harmony with nature.  Once Rockwater died, the two boys set out into the
world in search of their mother, a woman mostly unknown to them. They took with them only their
father’s bizarre warning that they never father any children.  He promised that the consequences
would be greater than any they could imagine.  Their secret was known to their father, but not to
themselves.

It was not long until Gabe was killed in a scuffle defending his brother’s life.  A day later Gabe
awoke unharmed to his and his brother’s surprise.  To further test what they suspected, each brother
tried killing themselves and each other in different, creative ways – all with the same result.  Their
father now dead, only their mother now offered the answer as to who they were and why.
Assuming their mother possesses the same exceptional ability, she will be alive no matter how long
it takes to find her.  Even though their lives are unlimited, Gabe sacrificed his own for that of Jude
when they were both ignorant of their secret, and for that Jude is bound to his brother.  Much to his
dismay, pride will never allow Jude to leave Gabe’s side – no matter how crazy he drives him.

Their longevity on Earth has given the brothers both physical and mental experience that make
them extraordinary weapons.  Thinking themselves divine beings, but also in need of work to pay
their way, Gabe and Jude have enlisted in every army of every conflict they encountered throughout
the years to spare the lives of two other undeserving souls.  In so doing they have accumulated
skills and mastery of all types of weaponry and combat.  But as years passed, those the two brothers
saved by substitution died of disease, famine or old age.  Hundreds of years passed – wars,
kingdoms and ages passed, each taking a saved or loved one from the two brothers.  This loss
weighed heavy on Jude and he eventually adopted the belief that he and his brother were not the
divine but the damned.  They have ended up earning money as mercenaries in the seedy,
anonymous underground of the modern-day world.
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MAIN CHARACTERS

GABE - Gabe is the brother who holds steadfast to the idea that he and his brother are angels, sent
to earth to enact good.  He is a turn-the-other-cheek type of person who seeks non-violent ways of
settling confrontations – but when there is no other option, he uses non-lethal force.  His good
nature may sometimes seem like naivete, but he’s naive as much as Martin Luther King was – he
knows how the world works, he’s just trying to change it.  Before they knew of their secret, Gabe is
killed in a fight defending his brother.  After this, Jude is begrudgingly indebted to Gabe and vows
to never leave his side.

Gabe has mastered several languages including French, Greek and Latin.  His weapons choice of
specialty is knives and blades.  Gabe takes to quoting various religious texts he’s encountered in his
life as it pertains to the situation.  “Gabriel” is his adopted western name.  The name his father gave
him is Inusia, the Inuit name for the part of the soul that “is one with the spirit of life.”  His brother
will call him Inusia on occasion.

JUDE - Jude is Gabe’s twin brother who has abandoned the belief that he and his brother are
angels.  He has abandoned it so much that he believes they are not angels but rather devils, here on
earth to spread their seed of immortality.  In so doing, eventually all humans would be immortal
and would exhaust the planet of resources – halting the natural cycle of life, killing the planet and
condemning the human race to an existence of pain and suffering.  He is the Malcolm X side of the
coin – by any means necessary.  Jude has taken to doing illicit drugs as a means of coping with the
pain, suffering and loneliness of outliving anyone he cares about.  Even though his beliefs have
strayed so far from those of his brother, he still stands with his twin and respects the warning of
their father, which was for neither of them to ever father a child. Before they knew of their secret,
Gabe is killed in a fight defending his brother.  After this, Jude is begrudgingly indebted to Gabe
and vows to never leave his side.

Jude has mastered many languages such as Japanese, Russian and Arabic.  His weapons choice of
specialty is guns and ammunition.  He has picked up a lot of different schools of philosophy in his
travels and likes to site texts that directly contradict his brother’s doctrines.  “Judias” is his adopted
western name.  The name his father gave him is Tarnina, the Inuit name for the part of the soul that
“gives life and health, but at the same time the site of disease.”  His brother will call him Tarnina on
occasion.

SHAINA LEVINSTEIN –  Scientist friend of the brothers.  Shaina is an attractive woman in her
late 30’s.  She is a bookworm-ish environmentalist who’d rather save a whale than a person.  Dr.
Levinstein heads a scientific expedition to the Baffin Bay to study marine life.  In the search for
their mother, Gabe and Jude go on the expedition as crew members, but on the way their boat is
destroyed by Ito’s thugs killing most on board including Shaina’s father.  The twins and the doctor,
the only survivors, swim to safety and in the wilderness, she observes the brothers’ secret.
Fascinated by their ability and seeking revenge for her father’s death, Dr. Levinstein teams up with
Gabe and Jude as they search for answers about their bloodline.
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KAJA – Their immortal mother.  She does not appear to age a day over 20.  She lives her life with
the Andelse tribe.  She broke the law of her bloodline and fell in love with an Inuit native, and gave
birth to two twin boys.  She left them with their father and returned to the tribe, keeping her
forbidden family a secret.  The tribe discovers a means to end their own lives, and decide it’s best
for the planet to eliminate themselves from possible contamination of the mortal population.  Kaja
confesses her relationship with the native and her subsequent motherhood.  When the tribe decides
to send a hunter after the boys, Kaja sneaks off to find them first.  She is a determined mother, but
conflicted about her loyalty to her tribe.  She knows it is the right thing to eliminate their bloodline,
but she cannot bare to see her sons killed and she seeks to protect them at all costs.  Kaja enlists in
Ito’s band of bounty hunters to keep her sons in her surveillance and protection.  She is afraid that if
her sons knew the truth about themselves they would give in to the tribe’s decree.

GENERAL TAKATOMI ITO –  Japanese strongman with personal army of bumbling henchmen.
He is a rich man who seeks a greater fortune with the brothers’ secret of immortality.  Ito
discovered the brothers’ secret in Iwo Jima during World War II.  Ito personally checked each
brother for vital signs, determining them dead he disposed of their bodies, only to see them rise to
life moments later.  Since then he has been chasing them to harness their power of immortality.

VALENTIN –  Immortal tribal hunter.  She does not appear to be a day older than 20. Valentin is
the best tracker and hunter in the Andelse tribe of immortals.  Once the tribe discovers a way in
which they can be killed, they decide it is best for them to end their own lives to prevent the
possibility of their genes spreading.  When they do, Kaja comes forth with the confession of her
motherhood.  The tribe decides to leave behind Valentin to track and kill the two wayward sons and
then kill herself.  She is a focused and driven hunter and will do whatever she needs to do to find
the twins.  She knows her mission is important and holds it above all else.


